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Objective 

	To explore the perception and evaluation of 
safety and their connection with two 
measures of subjective well-being among 
Spanish 8-year-olds, focusing on gender 
differences.  



Sample 

	

Representative cluster sampling stratified by 
province, the locational context (rural, semi-
rural and urban) and the type of each school 
(public/private)  

91 primary 
schools  

involved and 
2.263 

participating 
children 



Instruments: Perception and evaluation of safety 

	

Perception of 
safety 

Evaluation of 
safety 



Instruments: Subjective well-being  
(modified SLSS and OLS) 

	

OLS:  
Single-item 

scale 

SLSS: 
Context-free 

scale 



Results: Safety in the way to school 



Results by gender: Safety in the way to school 



Results: Satisfaction with safety 



Results by gender: Satisfaction with safety 



Results: Subjective well-being  
(modified SLSS and OLS) 

No gender differences 



Results: Regression model of modified 
SLSS (boys) 



Results: Regression model of OLS (boys) 



Results: Regression model of modified 
SLSS (girls) 



Results: Regression model of OLS (girls) 



Summary of results 

•  The highest percentages of boys and girls express feeling very 
safe in the way to school, being boys’ mean higher compared to 
girls’. 

•  The same applies for satisfaction with safety, being again boys’ 
mean higher than girls’. 

•  Satisfaction with safety shows a higher contribution to explain 
the modified version of the SLSS and the OLS compared to 
feeling safe in the way to school. 

 
•  Feeling safe in the way to school and satisfaction with safety 

contribute more to explain the modified version of the SLSS 
rather than overall satisfaction, especially among boys, and to 
girls’ models compared to those of boys. 



Discussion 

•  Even in countries where perceptions and evaluations 
regarding safety are high, actions should be developed in 
order to increase them, especially focusing on girls. 

 
•  Increasing perceptions and evaluations of safety are not 

only relevant per se, but very important when trying to 
promote subjective well-being from an early age (see, for 
example, González et al., 20121 and González-Carrasco et 
al., 20192). 
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